



God is unique.
     There is no other.
          There is no one like Him. He has no equal.

Everything that exists from the Andromeda to an amoeba, 
      From black holes to black panthers, was created by Him.
           He has enemies but no threats.
                He has friends but no peers.

He is God alone. There are no others…God is exclusively God.

We live in an age where exclusivism of any sort is close to being the unpardonable sin. Indulgent tolerance is en-
couraged so that it is understood that all religions are equally valid as expressions of each worshiper’s personal pref-
erence. What is often overlooked is that our confession of faith is based on the exclusive God whose inclusive love 
embraces all people. If God is NOT exclusive then the tenets we hold dear are, at best, moral aspirations not divine 
revelation. Take, as one example, our confession: "There is one God, creator of heaven and earth." From this exclu-
sive confession comes the biblical understanding that:

We are created in the image of a good and consistent God to be the stewards of His creation under His lordship. 
Therefore, human life is of ultimate value.

The Creator is Good. There is no conflict in him. Evil is not a cosmic reality but simply the absence of the Good-- 
His good-- in our lives.

We are called, as creatures fashioned by Him, to share the character of God, and yet we can choose not to. Thus it is 
possible both to progress toward and regress from the ultimate goal of experiencing His life.

We believe the character of our Creator is the absolute standard of ethics, against which all behavior may be mea-
sured.

We surrender our self-interest into the care of the Creator because this is the most personally beneficial thing anyone 
can do.

We recognize that a right standing relationship with our Creator is the most important thing anyone can do.

We feel it is our duty and privilege to testify to and share the truth that there is a Creator who made us and has de-
sires to have a relationship with the created.

For centuries the Jews alone stubbornly held these truths in a pluralistic world that contended against them. Why? 
Because they held a different view of reality from all their contemporaries. They alone believed in the exclusivity of 
God. He alone is the big "G" in a world of little "g" gods. If God alone is the ultimate reality behind all things then 
there can only be one such reality. And if there is only one reality Who created the world as an expression of his will 
and purpose, then to give obedience to anything else will end in disappointment, decay, degradation, disruption, and 
ultimately disaster.

This week we turn to Exodus 20.7. In this commandment to not misuse God’s name we have a call to live and speak 
in a manner that heralds and reminds us that God's majesty, sovereignty, and mercy are expressions of His  
exclusivity.
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Enjoy your LifeGroup!
What do you know about the history and meaning of your name? Do you know why your parent(s) chose 
your given name?





Exodus 20.7: the LORD is His name! 
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes 
His name in vain.

Psalm 96 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; 

Sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD, bless His name; 

Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day.
3 Tell of His glory among the nations, 

His wonderful deeds among all the peoples.
4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; 

He is to be feared above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

But the LORD made the heavens.
6 Splendor and majesty are before Him, 

Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.

7    Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of His name; 
Bring an offering and come into His courts.

9 Worship the LORD in holy attire; 
Tremble before Him, all the earth.

10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns; 
Indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved; 
He will judge the peoples with equity.”

11    Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
Let the sea roar, and all it contains;

12 Let the field exult, and all that is in it. 
Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy

13 Before the LORD, for He is coming, 
For He is coming to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness 
And the peoples in His faithfulness.

How does verse 7 build upon the context of the first 6 verses (20.1-6)?


Getting to know one another…

Reading Scripture together…

What? (does the Bible say?)



Explain the meaning of this commandment in your own words.





NOTE: the Hebrew word which is frequently translated “in vain” actually means to “misuse.” It is used to 
describe (1) false witness about/against one’s neighbor and (2) to proclaim falsehood about God — HIs 
person, nature, or word, and (3) to wrongly ascribe human decision, words, or actions to God.


List some examples of misusing God’s name in history.


Moses declares: “fear this honored and awesome name, the LORD your God” (Deuteronomy 28.58).  
What do you think this verse means? Why is God’s name so important?


Read Psalm 96. LORD is the personal name of God. Why use LORD as opposed to the more generic 
name, “God”, in this psalm?


Why would we praise God's name, as opposed to simply praising God?


“Ascribe to the LORD the glory of His name” (96.8). What does this mean to you? How does one do 
this?


Now what? (how will I think?)



Do you value the name of the LORD? Why or why not?



Do you think the Bible’s preoccupation with the “name of the LORD” is relevant for your life and relation-
ships today? Why or why not?


Do you misuse God's name in any way? If so, how? 


If this commandment is concerned with misusing the name of the LORD, how might you rightly use the 
name of the LORD?


How can your LifeGroup promote, celebrate, and safeguard the name of the LORD?


 

So what? (what difference does it make?)

My prayer needs (write down in advance)

Praying for my group…


