



 

When God desired to show even more clearly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of His purpose, 
He guaranteed it by an oath, so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God would 
prove false, we who have taken refuge might be strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us.  
(Hebrews 6. 17-18) 

Two words… Chutzpah: Yiddish word implying shameless audacity, impudence; presumptuous nerve. Chutzpah 
breaches all social convention and tact to ask for that which it is deemed inappropriate or absurd to receive or ex-
pect… Parrhesia: New Testament Greek word implying boldness, trust, certainty, conquest, effective power, and 
expectation. Parrhesia asks for and expects that which social convention considers impossible if not implausible.  

Question: When a Christian asks God for power is it chutzpah or is it parrhesia?  

Answer: That depends on God! Has He given us certain signs that He has bound Himself to us so that we might ap-
proach Him with boldness and expect His power? Here are five truths clearly presented in Scripture that testify that 
our God has engaged His power on our behalf. 

God’s kinship with His saints. God’s relationship with us assures His power on our behalf. A Christian is His own 
dear child by adoption through Jesus Christ. A mother sitting in her house hears a sudden cry outside and, knowing 
the voice, says at once, “That is my child!” She drops everything at once and runs to him. God responds with a 
mother’s heart to the cries of her children. Even the silly hen dashes about to gather her brood under her wing when 
trouble appears. How much more will God, who is the designer of such inclinations in His creatures, stir up His 
whole strength to defend you? 

God’s dear love for His saints. God’s love for His saints sets His power in motion. He who has God’s heart will not 
lack for God’s arm. When a man comes to faith in Jesus Christ then God’s eternal purpose and counsel concerning 
him who He chose in Christ before the foundation of the world is brought to term. Can you imagine, for a moment, 
the love that God has for the child he has carried so long in the womb of His sovereign purpose? If God delighted in 
His plan before He spoke the world into life, I wonder how much greater His delight when He witnesses the fruition 
of His labor a man twice-born in Jesus! God will surely raise up all the power he has on that believer’s behalf rather 
than have His glory plundered by the adversary’s devices. God demonstrated to us how much we are worth by the 
price He paid. He Who spent His Son’s life to rescue you will spend His own power to keep you. 

God’s everlasting covenant. God’s covenant engages His mighty power because He freely chooses to obligate Him-
self to prove that He is trustworthy. Through the covenant He has established with us in Christ He has bound Him-
self to use His power in our defense. He does not dole out His power like we feed crumbs to birds to make a little go 
a long way. He promises to withhold nothing and instead to give all He has to each of His beloved. 

God’s interceding Son. Jesus Christ ascended to the right hand of God where He “reminds” our Father of His firm 
commitment to defend His beloved. (Note: This biblical imagery is intended to describe Jesus’ ongoing ministry 
rather than portray a God who would otherwise remain callous to your circumstances.) We remain in God’s heart 
and He will not forget us for a moment. Consider how He kept His promise to the apostles that they would not be 
left as orphans. His throne next to the Father was barely warm when the Holy Spirit was dispatched to His people. 
How could God remain indifferent and aloof with His power when Jesus intercedes on your behalf without ceasing? 

Powerless Christianity has never been a question of the availability of God’s power for daily living. The true issue 
has been our willingness to live daily by God’s power. God’s power and sure defense is available to the man who 
comes and asks… 

Finally be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His power. Put on the whole armor of God so that you may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. (Ephesians 6.10,11) 

Enjoy your LifeGroup! 
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What is one "pet peeve" that tempts you to overreact and why?? 





Matthew 6.13; John 17.6-19: God with us — the insight we need…
Matthew 6.13: ‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

John 17.6-19: “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and 
You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 “Now they have come to know that everything You have given 
Me is from You; 8 for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly under-
stood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me. 9 “I ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf 
of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they are Yours; 10 and all things that are Mine are Yours, 
and Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 “I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are 
in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they 
may be one even as We are. 12 “While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; 
and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 
“But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. 
14 “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world. 15 “I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 16 “They are not 
of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 18 “As You sent Me 
into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 “For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also 
may be sanctified in truth. 

NOTE: On the night of his betrayal and arrest, Jesus asked the Father to protect his followers from spir-
itual attack… The word, temptation, can mean to entice to do wrong, but it can also mean to put to the 
test. The same experience can be both a temptation to do wrong and a test of our commitment to do 
right. Satan, the evil one, wants us to fail the test and sin; God gives us everything we need to pass the 
test and, as a result, strengthen our walk of obedience. 

What did Jesus' followers know for certain about Jesus and about their own relationship with God? 

What was Jesus' role in the spiritual protection of his followers during His time on earth? 

What resources for spiritual defense are provided for Jesus' disciples to draw on? 

Twice Jesus asked the Father to protect his disciples from the evil one. Why would that protection have 
been so important in Jesus' mind as he faced the cross? 

Reading Scripture together…

Getting to know one another…

What? (does the Bible say?)



The New Testament letter of James says: "When tempted, no one should say, 'God is tempting me.' For 
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone" (James 1:13). Why pray that God would 
not lead us into testing that renders us vulnerable to temptation if He doesn't tempt us to sin anyway? 

Jesus makes it clear that we need God's power to face temptation/testing and to stand against Satan's 
attacks. What are some practical ways God might strengthen your faith and resolve for these chal-
lenges in your life? 

It seems that life would be a lot easier if Jesus would just take us out of the world or keep us totally pro-
tected from testing or temptation. What would be the consequences if Jesus exercised this option for 
us? For others? 

The word, “sanctify”, means to be reserved for God—to be separated from sin and evil and to be set 
apart completely for God. What would mark a Christian as being sanctified? How might this strengthen 
you to withstand temptation/testing? 

What kinds of temptations are you most vulnerable to let your "before Jesus" nature take control? What 
excuses do you make for your behavior? 
 

 

Since Jesus is praying this prayer for all those who believe in him (v. 20), read John 17:6-19 again but 
substitute “my LifeGroup and I” for the words “they”, “them”, and “their”. In a few places it will read a 
little awkward but you will catch the point! Read each phrase out loud if possible. Think about each 
statement. Let Jesus' declarations motivate you to a walk of deeper commitment to him. What, if any, 
impact does reading this prayer with your name or LifeGroup have upon you? 

What steps can you take to strengthen your resistance to temptation? 

Now what? (what difference does it make?)

So what? (how will I think?)



Can you think of a time when God has delivered you from testing/temptation? What about that experi-
ence bore witness that this was God’s work in your life? 

As you face your own temptations/testings, how does it make you feel to know that Jesus is praying for 
your success to resist its power? 

What areas of testing/temptation do you think Jesus wants to give you deliverance from or victory 
over? What would this look like? 

How can your LifeGroup encourage you to withstand temptation and to endure testing? 

Praying for my group…

Prayer requests…
(write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 


